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BUREAU   OF  THE  CENSUS 

WATERBORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  PRINCIPAL  PORTS 
JANUARY-MARCH,   1947  AND  1946 

Exports — Thousands  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 
1946 

Percent 
of  change 

Newport   News... 
Philadelphia. . . 

New  Orleans .... 

20,080 

18,016 

♦11.5 

5,074 
2,815 
1,771 
1,555 
1,512 
1,265 
1,122 
1,066 
5,900 

2,855 

2,889 

842 

1,402 

854 

942 

947 

1,286 

6,019 

♦8.4 

-2.6 

♦110.4 

♦11.0 

♦77.0 

♦  54.5 

♦18.4 

-17.1 

-2.0 

Imports  —  Thousands  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 
1946 

Percent 
of  change 

Philadelphia... 

12,064 

9,682 

♦24.6 

5,225 

1,771 

1,727 

770 

665 

555 

452 

451 

2,470 

2,601 

1,525 

1,054 

570 

454 

574 

589 

280 

2,457 

♦24.0 
♦55.8 
♦65.8 
♦55.1 
♦46.4 
♦48.1 
-25.5 
♦54.6 
♦1.4 

New  Orleans.... 

Exports— Ullllons  of  Dollar* 

Port 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 

1946 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

New  York 

New  Orleans.... 

Philadelphia... 
Newport  News . . , 
San  Francisco.. 

2,689.0 

1,905.4 

♦41.5 

1,565.0 

242.5 

126.2 

125.7 

101.5 

89.7 

85.0 

74.0 

479.6 

941.3 

127. S 

101.2 

89.7 

98.2 

69.2 

69.0 

45.6 

564.5 

♦44.9 

♦  89;9 

♦  24.1 

♦  40.1 
♦  5.5 

♦  29.6 
♦21.8 

♦  69.7 
31.6 

Iaports — Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 
1946 

Percent 
of  change 

1,068.1 

806.3 

♦  34.9 

545.1 
95.5 
91.2 
69.4 
66.0 
55.0 
25.8 
25.5 

117.0 

425.9 
65.7 
65.9 
45.1 
50.7 
58.0 
11.5 
14.6 
95.6 

♦28.5 

♦  42.0 

♦  42.7 

♦  61.0 
♦30.2 

♦  44.7 
♦128.5 

♦75.3 
♦22.4 

New  Orleans .... 
San  Francisco.. 
Philadelphia... 

Los  Angeles .... 

3f73o 


SHARP  RISE  IN  WATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE 

United  States  water-borne  foreign  trade  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1947  totaled  32.1  million  long  tons  and  -83,777.1  mil- 
lion, which  exceeded  the  shipping  weight  and  value  totals  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1946  by  16  percent  and  39  percent,  respectively, 
and  also  surpassed  the  totals  for  the  last  quarter  of  1946  by  12 
percent  and  26  percent,  respectively.  First  quarter  1947  exports 
alone  were  11  percent  greater  in  shipping  weight  and  41  percent 
higher  In  dollar  value  than  in  the  corresponding  quarter  in  1946. 
Imports  meanwhile  were  up  25  percent  In  shipping  weight  and  35 
percent  in  dollar  value. 

New  York,  whose  water-borne  foreign  commerce  reached 
the  high  level  of  6.3  million  long  tons  valued  at  $1910.1  million, 
was  the  leading  vessel  port  during  the  first  quarter  of  1947,  and 
was  followed  by  Baltimore,  4.5  million  long  tons  valued  at  $181.2 
million,  Philadelphia,  3.3  million  long  tons  valued  at  $155.7, and 
New  Orleans,  1.9  million  long  tons  valued  at  $333.5  million. 

Water-borne  exports  amounted  to  20.1  million  long  tons 
($2,689.0  million),  while  imports  totaled  12.1  million  long  tons 
($1,088.1  million).  More  than  one  half  the  imports  or  6.6  mil- 
lion long  tons  were  carried  in  tanker  vessels  while  only  about 
one  seventh  of  all  exports  or  2.9  million  long  tons  represented 
tanker  cargoes. 

Atlantic  Coast  Ports — Merchandise  totaling  11.6  million  long  tons 
($1,826.5  million)  was  exported  through  Atlantic  Coast  ports  dur- 
ing the  period'  January-March  1947,  an  increase  of  18  percent  in 
shipping  weight  and  38  percent  in  value  over  exports  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1946.  Atlantic  Coast  ports  handled  58  percent 
of  the  shipping  weight  and  68  percent  of  the  value  of  all  United 
States  water-borne  exports  during  the  period  January-March  1947. 

Imports  through  Atlantic  Coast  ports  accounted  for  83 
percent  of  the  total  shipping  weight  of  all  water-borne  imports 
or  10.0  million  long  tons  and  77  percent  of  the  value  or  $840.0 
million  in'  the  first  quarter  of  1947.  This  was  an  increase  of  26 
percent  in  shipping  weight  and  32  percent  in  value  over  water- 
borne  imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1946. 

New  York,  the  leading  foreign  trade  port,  handled  20 
percent  of  the  shipping  weight  (6.3  million  long  tons)  and  51 
percent  of  the  value  ($1910.1  million) of  all  United  States  water- 
borne  exports  and  imports  combined.  Baltimore  (4.5  million  long 
tons  and  $181.2  million)  was  the  second  vessel  port  in  shipping 
weight  of  merchandise  exported  and  imported,  with  14  percent  of 
the  total,  and  third  in  value,  with  5  percent  of  the  total. 

This  area  accounted  for  imports  on  tanker  vessels  total- 
ing 6.4  million  long  tons  or  97  percent  of  all  tanker  import  car- 
goes while  accounting  for  only. 3  million  long  tons  or  12  percent 
of  all  exports  on  tanker  vessels.  New  York  (1.9  million  long 
tons)  Philadelphia  (1.2  million  long  tons)  and  Baltimore  (.6  mil- 
lion long  tons)  were  the  leading  ports  in  shipping  weight  of  im- 
ports on  tanker  vessels. 


Gulf  Coast  Ports — New  Orleans  was  the  leading  Gulf 
Coast  port  with  water-borne  exports  and  imports  total- 
ing 1.9  million  long  tons  and  $333.5  million.  Among 
all  United  States  ports  New  Orleans  was  second  in 
value  and  fourth  in  shipping  weight  of  merchandise 
exported  and  imported  by  vessel. 

Gulf  Coast  ports  accounted  for  22  percent 
of  the  shipping  weight  (7.2  million  long  tons)  and  19 
percent  of  th§  value  ($707.6  million)  of  all  merchan- 
dise moving  in  the  water-borne  foreisn  trade  of  the 
United  States  during  the  first  quarter  of  1947.  Gulf 
Coast  exports  by  vessel  during  this  period  totaled 
5.9  million  long  tons  ($586.5  million),  while  Imports 
by  vessel  amounted  to  only  1.3  million  long  tons 
($121.1  million). 

Tanker  cargoes  laden  for  export  in  Gulf 
Coast  ports  totaled  1.8  million  long  tons,  accounting 
for  30  percent  of  all  Gulf  Coast  export  cargoes  and 
for  62  percent  of  all  United  States  exports  on  tanker 


vessels.  Houston  (.6  million  long  tons),  Port  Arthur 
(.5  million  long  tons), and  Corpus  Christ!  (.3  million 
long  tons)  were  the  leading  Gulf  Coast  ports  for  ex- 
ports on  tanker  vessels. 

Paclilc  Coast  Ports  —  Exports  and  imports  totaling 
2.9  million  long  tons  and  $386.4  million  were  shipped 
through  Pacific  Coast  ports  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1947.  This  was  an  increase  of  23  percent 
in  shipping  weight  and  65  percent  in  value  over  the 
total  water-borne  foreign  commerce  for  this  area  dur- 
ing the  same  period  in  1946. 

San  Francisco,  with  imports  totaling  .2 
million  long  tons  ($69.4  million)  was  the  leading 
Pacific  Coast  port  in  shipping  weight  and  value  of 
merchandise  imported.  Los  Angeles  led  all  Pacific 
Coast  ports  in  shipping  weight  of  exports  with  .6  mil- 
lion long  tons  ($53.9  million),  but  was  exceeded  by 
San  Francisco  ($74.0  million)  in  value  of  exports. 


The  table  below  presents  the  foreign  water-borne  trade  of  the  United  States  by  type  of  vessel  and 
coastal  area  during  January-March,  1947  and  1946: 


TABLE  A.— WATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BY  TYPE  OF  VESSEL  AND  COASTAL  AREA 

JANUARY-MARCH,  1947  AND  1946 

Thousands  of  long  tons 


•                 TOTAL 

EXPORTS 

IMPORTS 

TTPE  OF  VESSEL  AND  COASTAL  AREA 

Jan. -War. 

1947 

Jan. Uar. 
1946 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 
1946 

Jan. -Mar. 
1947 

Jan. -Mar. 
1946 

52,144 

27,698 

20,080 

18,016 

12,064 

9,682 

22,647 
9,498 

21,573 

7,186 

2,892 

343 

151 

19,258 
8,439 

17,766 

6,770 

2,348 

596 

210 

17,175 
2,906 

11,555 

5,882 

2,347 

257 

40 

14,797 
3,219 

9,802 

5,812 

1,981 

396 

24 

5,472 

6,592 

10,017 

1,305 

545 

86 

1U 

4,462 

5,220 

7,964 

958 

367 

199 

194 

COVERAGE 

Export  figures  include  reexports  and  Lend-J-ease  and  UNRRA  shipments,  trade  between  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  and 
foreign  countries,  and  shipnents  to  United  States  government  agencies.  Excluded  from  export  figures  are  shipments  to  the  United 
States  armed  forces  abroad,  shipments  between  Continental  United  States  and  the  Territories  and  Possessions,  and  shipments  between 
the  Territories  and  Possessions. 

Exports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  was  laden. 

The  Import  figures  are  general  imports  and  represent  the  total  Imports  for  immediate  consumption  plus  entries  into  Customs 
bonded  storage  and  manufacturing  warehouses. 

Imports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  was  unladen,  even  though  this  may 
be  different  from  the  Customs  District  in  which  the  goods  are  entered  into  warehouse.,  or  entered  for  immediate  consumption. 

Shipments  In  transit  through  the  United  States  from  one  foreign  country  to  another  are  not  included  In  either  the  Import 
or  export  figures.     None  of  the  export  or  Import  figures  have  been  adjusted  for  change  In  price  level. 

The  data  presented  in  the  following  tables  are  preliminary  and  Include  revisions  which  have  been  made  since  the  release 
of  data  for  the  periods  January-March  1946  and  1947.     This  report  was  prepared  in  the  Foreign  Trade  Division,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  REPORTS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 

Summary  reports  showing  monthly  data  on  United  States  foreign  trade  are  issued  as  follows: 

FT  900  -  Overall  total  export  and  Import  dataj  no  country  or  commodity  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exports  and   Imports  by  economic  classes  and  leading  commodities;  no  country  detail. 

FT  950  -  Exports  and  Imports  by  countries  of  destination  and  origin;  no  commodity  data. 

FT  971  —  Air  shipments   in  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  ports. 

FT  972  -  Waiter-borne  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  District  and  ports. 

FT  975  -  Entrances  and  clearances  of  vessels  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  areas. 

Additional  detailed  commodity  and  country  data  are  available  In  the  form  of  the  other  FT  reports. 
A  catalog  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.   C. 
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